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Roopali Aggarwal is Research Analyst at NCAER. She specializes in 
data analysis and questionnaire design and is currently working on an 
assignment in international economics. She has an MSc in Applied 
Quantitative Finance from the Indira Gandhi National Open University 
and a BA in Economics from the Delhi University. 

 

 

Shahid Ahmed is Professor at Department of Economics and Director 
of the Centre for Jawaharlal Nehru Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New 
Delhi. He has previously served in United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) India Programme during 2006-09 with 
progressively increasing responsibilities as Consultant, Economist, and 
Senior Economist. 

He has been teaching economics in the Department for more than 19 
years and supervising MPhil and PhD scholars in the field of trade and development. He has 
published widely in the areas of trade, development, finance, regional trading blocs and 
WTO-related issues. His present research broadly deals with development issues, 
international economics, applied econometrics and general equilibrium modelling.  

 

Shesadri Banerjee is an Associate Fellow at NCAER. He works on 
macro-econometric modelling and focuses on using Dynamic Stochastic 
General Equilibrium (DSGE) modelling to explore the structural 
determinants of inflation variability across the advanced and developing 
economies and examining the role of active monetary policy for inflation 
stabilisation in developing economies. He received his PhD in Economics 
from University of Durham. 

 

Shashanka Bhide is the Director of Madras Institute of Development 
Studies, Chennai. Previously, a Senior Research Counsellor at NCAER, he 
held various positions at NCAER from the year 1982 until June 2014. He 
has worked in a number of areas including macroeconomic modelling, 
poverty analysis, infrastructure, rural housing and agriculture. He has 
published journal articles, newspaper columns, reports and contributions 
to books. He has a PhD in Agricultural Economics from Iowa State 
University, Ames. 

 

 

Ramesh Chand is the Director of National Institute of Agricultural 
Economics and Policy Research (NIAP), New Delhi. Earlier, he was ICAR 
National Professor and Principal Scientist at National Centre for 
Agricultural Economics and Policy (NCAP), renamed as NIAP. He also 
worked as Professor and Head of the Agricultural Economics Unit at 
Institute of Economic Growth (IEG), Delhi, and Professor of Agricultural 
Marketing at Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana. He has worked as 

a consultant for FAO, UNDP, ESCAP, and World Bank and served in several high level 
committees of Government of India.  Ramesh holds a PhD in Agricultural Economics from 
the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, Delhi. 

 

 



 

Rajesh Chadha is Senior Fellow and Research Counsellor at NCAER.  
He has been a Visiting Scholar at the Universities of Michigan and 
Melbourne. His areas of specialization include CGE modelling, 
international trade, FDI, agricultural markets and competition and 
regulatory reforms. He received his PhD in Economics from the Indian 
Institute of Technology, New Delhi. 

 

Sanjeev Chopra, Joint Secretary (Horticulture) and Mission Director, 
National Horticulture Mission, in the Department of Agriculture & 
Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. He has also 
held positions of Managing Director of NAFED, India’s apex agriculture 
marketing organization in the cooperative sector for some time. Prior to 
this, he was Principal Secretary, Agriculture and Food Processing 
Industries Department, Government of West Bengal. He has also been the 

Secretary of Industries & Information Technology Department to the Government of 
Uttarakhand. He has also been a Guest Scholar at The Brookings Institution, Washington 
DC. Sanjeev writes a regular column Agri Matters and speaks at different forums on 
agriculture policy, development interventions and governance issues. 

 

Harry Clarke is a Visiting Professor at the University of Melbourne and 
Professor Emeritus at the La Trobe University. He has been a Member of 
various societies such as the Economic Society of Australia, American 
Economic Association, Australian Agricultural and Resource Economics 
Society and Econometric Society. His major current research work 
concerns resource and environmental economics and the economics of 
global climate change in particular. Harry has authored numerous 

scientific publications and two books. He obtained his PhD from the Australian National 
University. 

 

Scott Davenport holds the position of Executive Director Strategic 
Policy and Chief Economist with the New South Wales Department of 
Trade and Investment. Scott has extensive experience in developing 
government policy settings in areas such as competition policy, natural 
resource management, the pricing of government services, greenhouse 
gas and drought policy. Scott is also an Executive Fellow of the Australia 
New Zealand School of Government and an Office Bearer of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of New South Wales.  

 

 

Peter Dixon is a Professor at the Centre of Policy Studies, Victoria 
University, Melbourne.  Dixon is known internationally for his work in 
computable general equilibrium modelling.  He is the co-developer of the 
ORANI and MONASH models of the Australian economy and the USAGE 
model of the U.S. economy.  His publication list contains about 200 
articles and 8 books.  He is a Distinguished Fellow of the Economic 
Society of Australia. 

 

 



Bishwanath Goldar is the ICSSR National Fellow at the Institute of 
Economic Growth.  Previously, he was a Professor of Economics at the 
Institute of Economic Growth and a member of the National Statistical 
Commission. He is also the Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Industrial Statistics (CSO) and of the Committee on Producer Price 
Index. He specializes in industrial economics and international trade. He 
has also undertaken studies on the environmental aspects of Indian 

industries including the impact of environmental management practices on profitability and 
market value of Indian industrial firms, and studies on energy use efficiency, carbon 
emissions and carbon trading in the context of Indian manufacturing industries. He holds a 
PhD from University of Delhi and MA in Economics from Delhi School of Economics. 

 

Jyoti Gujral currently heads Quest Advisory which specialises in 
infrastructure & agriculture. Formerly, as Director, IDFC she has extensive 
experience in leading PPP capacity building, research and transactions at 
state, national and international levels. She has advised, among others, the 
Commonwealth Secretariat, World Bank, DFID India, Central Bank of 
Nigeria (on the Nigeria Infrastructure Financing Policy) and the Australian 

Council for International Agricultural Research. She has assisted with high-level policy and 
strategy on railways.  

She has worked with Mother Dairy & National Dairy Development Board in various 
capacities and played a key role in implementing their horticultural initiatives, such as the 
Safal retail chain and wholesale market. She has an active interest in reforms and policy 
advocacy.  

 

Siraj Hussain is Secretary to Government of India, in the Ministry of 
Food Processing Industries (MoFPI). He joined the Indian Administrative 
Services in 1979 and was allotted Uttar Pradesh cadre.  He served the 
Government of Uttar Pradesh in various capacities including District 
Magistrate, General Manager of UP Finance Corporation, Managing 
Director of UP State Industrial Development Corporation, and Agro 
Industries Corporation.  He was also posted in the State Secretariat in the 

Departments of Energy, Education and Panchayati Raj.   

He has also served the Government of India in various capacities including Deputy 
Managing Director, National Cooperative Development Corporation, Joint Secretary in 
Department of Food & Public Distribution, and Chairman-cum-Managing Director of Food 
Corporation of India (FCI).  In the Department of Food & Public Distribution, he formulated 
the scheme for attracting investments from private sector in warehousing, popularly known 
as Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee Scheme 2010.  Siraj has also served for five years as the 
Vice Chancellor of Jamia Hamdard (University) in New Delhi, which specializes in courses in 
Unani medicine, pharmacy, biological sciences and allied health sciences. 

 

Sisira Jayasuriya is Professor of Economics at Monash University. He 
has held previous appointments at La Trobe University, Melbourne 
University, Australian National University and the International Rice 
Research Institute, Philippines. His research interests cover a range of 
areas in policy-oriented development economics, and he has published 
extensively on trade, macroeconomics, resource and environmental issues 
of developing countries, with a primary focus on Asia. He holds a PhD in 
Economics from the Australian National University. 

 



 

Laxmi Joshi works at the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development of the National Council of Applied Economic Research, 
India. She has previously worked at the National Centre for Agricultural 
Economics and Policy Research, New Delhi as Senior Research Associate 
and in the National Commission on Farmers, New Delhi as Research 
Officer. She has published papers in different subjects, such as National 
Policy on farmers, diversification and watershed development in various 

reputed journals. She has one of the authors of the book entitled Socioeconomic and 
Environmental Implications of Agricultural Residue Burning: A Case Study of Punjab, and 
also co-edited a volume on Livestock and Different Farming System. She is PhD in 
Agricultural Economics from G. B. Pant University of Agricultural and Technology, 
Pantnagar. 

 

Pramod K. Joshi is the director for South Asia, IFPRI Asia. Previously 
he held the positions of the Director of the National Academy of 
Agricultural Research Management, Hyderabad, and Director of the 
National Centre for Agricultural Economics and Policy Research, New 
Delhi. His areas of research include technology policy, market, and 
institutional economics. 

 

 

Parmod Kumar is Professor and Head of Agriculture Development and 
Rural Transformation Centre (ADRTC) at Institute for Social and 
Economic Change (ISEC), Bengaluru. He specializes in agriculture and 
allied activities, agro processing and rural development. He received his 
Ph.D. in economics from Centre for the Studies of Regional Development, 
JNU and Post-Doctorate in economics from Institute of Economic 
Growth, New Delhi. 

 

 

A. Ganesh-Kumar is a Professor at the Indira Gandhi Institute of 
Development Research (IGIDR), Mumbai. He specializes in computable 
general equilibrium (CGE) modelling with a focus on food security and 
grain management policies; issues in agricultural trade; pricing policies; 
spatial dimensions of Indian economy; and policies for sustainable human 
development and economic growth. He has undertaken several projects 
for the Government of India, and other international agencies such as the 

UN-ESCAP, World Bank, USDA, the Carnegie Endowment for International peace, and 
IDRC. He has published several books, monographs, journal articles, book chapters, and 
project reports. 

 

G. Mythili is a Professor at the Indira Gandhi Institute of Development 
Research (IGIDR), Mumbai. Her research interest lies in agricultural 
economics, environmental economics, environmental valuation, market 
based instruments applied general equilibrium modelling and applied 
econometrics. Mythili was also a Ford Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellow at 
University of California at Berkeley. She received her PhD in Econometrics 
from University of Madras.  

 



 

Warren Payne is currently the Pro Vice- Chancellor at Victoria 
University. He was a founding executive member of the Australian 
Association for Exercise and Sports Science. Warren has extensive 
experience in the tertiary sector and has researched and taught in a variety 
of exercise science and health promotion areas. He holds his Masters as 
well as PhD from Kent State University.  

 

Alessandro (Alex) De Pinto is a Senior Research Fellow at the 
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI).  His research 
focuses on economic spatial analysis and uses a series of modelling 
techniques that make it possible to simulate location-specific effects of 
policy changes and their consequent environmental effects. He received 
his PhD in Agricultural and Consumer Economics from the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign where he specialized in Environmental and 
Natural Resource Economics. 

 

Devender Pratap is an Associate Fellow at NCAER. His current research 
interests include trade policy analysis, computable general equilibrium 
modeling, global trade analysis project modeling and database, social 
accounting matrix, input-output analysis, macro-econometric modeling, 
and agricultural/livestock economy. At NCAER, he has handled three 
major CGE models in single-country and multi-country frameworks. He 
has also been involved in the NCAER survey of agricultural markets in 
India. 

 

Basanta K Pradhan is currently Professor and Head, Development 
Planning Center at the Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi.  

Previously, he has been a faculty at institutions like the National Council 
of Applied Economic Research, Indian Statistical Institute, Indian Council 
for Research on International Economic Relations and SUNY, Stony 
Brook, USA. He was a Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the University of 

Canberra in November, 2011 and a Senior Research Fellow at University of Warwick from 
2001-02.  

 

Ejaz Qureshi is the Research Program Manager for the Agriculture 
Development Policy program at Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research (ACIAR). He has more than 20 years of experience 
dealing with agriculture, natural resource management and associated 
policies. Before joining ACIAR, he was Senior Economist and Policy 
Analyst in CSIRO and Leader of Hydro-economic Modelling Team. He 
also worked as Principal Research Economist at Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource Economics. 

 

Bharat Ramaswami is a Professor at Planning unit, Indian Statistical 
Institute, New Delhi. His area of interest includes agricultural economics 
and development economics. He has received his Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree in Economics from the University of Delhi. He holds a PhD in 
Agricultural and Applied Economics from the University of Minnesota. 



 

 

M. Govinda Rao is a former member of the 14th Finance Commission. 
He was earlier the Director of the National Institute of Public Finance 
and Policy and is now an Emeritus Professor there. 

His past positions include Director, Institute for Social and Economic 
Change (1998-2002) and Fellow, Research School of Pacific and Asian 
Studies, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia and 
Professor at NIPFP.  

He was a Member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of India; a 
Member of Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission and High Level Expert 
Committee on Universalising Healthcare, Member, High-Level Expert Committee on 
Efficient Management of Public Expenditure, Advisory Group of Eminent Persons to advise 
the Finance Minister on G-20 matters. His past advisory roles include Chairman of the 
Committee for the Implementation of Value Added Tax and Chairman, Expert Group on 
Taxation of Services. He is a Member, Board of Governors in Institute of Economic Growth, 
Institute for Social and Economic Change and Madras School of Economics.  

Dr Rao’s research interests include fiscal decentralization and federalism, state and local 
finances, tax policy and reforms, public expenditure management 

 

Maureen Rimmer is a Professor at the Centre of Policy Studies, Victoria 
University, Melbourne.  She specializes in model development and 
application and is an author of numerous consultancy reports.  She is the 
co-developer of the MONASH model of the Australian economy and the 
USAGE model of the U.S. economy. She holds a PhD in Mathematics and 
a Masters in Economics from La Trobe University. 

 

 

Mark W. Rosegrant is the Director of the Environment and Production 
Technology Division at the International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) in Washington, DC. He has extensive experience in research and 
policy analysis in agriculture and economic development, with an 
emphasis on water and other natural resources. He received his PhD in 
Public Policy from the University of Michigan. 

 

 

C.S.C. Sekhar is currently Associate Professor at the Institute of 
Economic Growth (IEG), Delhi University. His interests are mainly in 
econometric modeling in the areas of international commodity markets 
and agricultural trade. His other areas of interest include Development 
Economics and Law & Economics. He worked on various expert groups of 
the Ministries of Government of India and is also a consultant for 
organizations such as IFPRI, OXFAM and UNCTAD. He received his PhD 

in Economics from the Delhi School of Economics and Bachelor’s degree in Law from Delhi 
University. 

 

 

 



Shekhar Shah is Director-General of NCAER, previously, he was the 
World Bank’s Regional Economic Adviser for South Asia. He received his 
PhD in Economics from Columbia University and worked in the 
financial services sector in Washington D.C. Shah was the Ford 
Foundation’s Program Officer for International Economics for South 
Asia and joined the World Bank in 1989, where he was the principal 
author of the 2004 World Development Report. He has published on a 
range of issues relating to service delivery, governance, poverty, 

international trade, social policy, and monitoring and evaluation. 

 

Anil Kumar Sharma is a Senior Fellow and NABARD Chair at NCAER. 
His main areas of research include the WTO Agreement on agriculture; 
economic and policy reforms in agriculture; price policy and price 
stabilization mechanisms; rural credit; and, rural infrastructure and rural 
poverty. Currently, he is also the Acting Secretary and Head of Operations 
at NCAER. He has been a Visiting Researcher at the International Trade 
Division, The World Bank, Washington D.C. USA; Consultant to the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB), Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), Paris, and Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), Rome; and, a Post-Doctoral 
Fellow at Research Institute for Agricultural Economics, Budapest, Hungary. He received his 
PhD in Agricultural Economics from Himachal Pradesh Agricultural University.  

 

S. Sivakumar is the Chief Executive of the Agri Business Division of ITC 
Limited, India.  The pioneering farmer empowerment initiative, ITC e-
Choupal, conceptualised by Sivakumar, benefits over 4 million small 
farmers through customised agri-extension and market linkage services, 
while providing a unique source of competitive advantage to ITC's 
packaged foods business. He is an MBA in Rural Management from 
Institute of Rural Management, Anand (IRMA). 

 

Anjali Tandon was an Associate Fellow and has been at NCAER since 
1998. Her major areas of interest are international trade, domestic 
agriculture and energy sector. She also works on GTAP data and CGE 
modelling.  In addition, she is also working on her PhD at Jamia Millia 
Islamia University. She is currently on lien from NCAER. 

 

 

Sangeeta Verma heads the Directorate of Economics and Statistics of 
the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation. She is a member of the 
Indian Economic Service.  

Sangeeta has served in numerous capacities in different sectors of the 
Central and State governments. Currently she has worked with the State 
of Uttar Pradesh with its Planning and Finance departments. She was also 
Economist and Secretary with the State Electricity Regulator. She spent a 
long time with the Programme Evaluation Organisation of the erstwhile 

Planing Commission, Govt of India, heading its Uttar Pradesh and Bihar offices. During this 
time, she was associated with important evaluation reports relating to the Public 
Distribution System, the Accelerated Water Supply Programme and such others.  

She has also had the opportunity to work in the social sector with the Women and Child 
Development Ministry and the Tribal Affairs Ministry of the Government of India   



Presently, her area of interest relates to area, production yield of major crops, land use 
statistics, cost of cultivation of important field crops, processing of the price policy 
recommendations of the CACP, wholesale and retail prices of agricultural commodities.  

 

 

 

 

 


