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likely to be omitted in wave 2 compared to male children of the same age. Poorer households’
children are at greater risk of being omitted, irrespective of their mortality status in wave 1. We
find that interviewers can detect respondent behaviors associated with omissions and we
discuss implications for survey instrument design and fieldwork.

Gone and Forgotten? Predictors of Birth History Omissions in India

Good quality fertility data is vital to
produce accurate estimates of fertility
and mortality. We investigate a specific
aspect of data quality - completeness of
fertility data - by comparing births
reported by the same woman in two
waves of the India Human Development
Study. We conservatively estimate the
prevalence of birth omissions at 4%
with a large majority of omitted births
being those of dead children, especially
infants. The child’s sex does not matter
for omissions of dead children but for
children recorded as alive in wave 1,
older female children are much more 
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Figure 1. Distribution of IHDS birth history panel data across waves by omission status 
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73,408 Births recorded by panel Eligible Women in IHDS1

70,495 Births recorded
in Wave 2 as well

2,913 Births not recorded
in Wave 2 (4% omitted)
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results stress the need to make sure that pension and healthcare reforms are accompanied
by greater awareness, expansion of old age pensions and public hospitals, and effective
regulation of both public and private hospitals- a daunting but not insurmountable challenge.

Is the Growing Burden of Non-Communicable Diseases in India
Preventable?
-Raghav Gaiha, Vidhya Unnikrishnan, Vani S Kulkarni
The present study addresses three
questions: Why has the prevalence of
two NCDs, diabetes and heart diseases
risen in recent years? Given the surge in
these diseases, whether social
protection policies and restructuring of
medical services can mitigate such
surges in the near future? A related but
equally important concern is whether
lifestyle and dietary changes could be
induced to further prevent the rising
burden of these NCDs.  Our analysis is
based on the only all-India panel survey-
India Human Development Survey that
covers  2004-05 and 2011-12. The 
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The India Human Development Survey (IHDS) began as a nationally representative, multi topic survey of
41,554 households in 1,503 villages and 971 urban neighborhoods across India. The first round of
interviews were completed in 2004-05; Data is publicly available via ICPSR. The second round re-
interviewed most of these households in 2011-12 (N=42,152) and data for the same is available via ICPSR.
Fieldwork for IHDS 3 was undertaken in 2022-24 and data is currently being cleaned and processed.
 
IHDS 3 has been jointly conducted by researchers from the University of Maryland, the National Council of
Applied Economic Research, Indiana University and University of Michigan.
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