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Widowhood and Mortality in India: Household Headship and Filial
Expectations and Their Association with Mortality Among Older
Widows

-Babul Hossain, Srinivas Goli & K. S. James

The research examines the link
between household headship, filial
expectations, and mortality risk among
widowed women aged 45 and above in
India, using data from two waves of the
~ | India Human Development Survey

~ (IHDS). With reference to married
women, results show widows in
households headed by them or their
sons have a lower risk of mortality,
while widows in households headed by
others (e.g., brothers, sons-in-law,
grandsons) faced higher mortality risks.
However, despite heading their

; - " : households, widows who expected
fmanmal support from their sons had greater mortality risks than those without such
expectations. Heterogeneity effect analyses reveal that widows heading households,
particularly in rural or poor households with financial expectations from sons, had a higher
mortality risk. Given that, the share of widows is expected to rise considerably in the future with
rise in gender differentials in life expectancies, these findings assume importance for both
policy and practice.




Figure 1. Percentage of women aged 45 years and above died between
IHDS 1 & 2 by their marital status and household headship in India.

90

[ ]
o

-~
(=]

(#}]
(]

£ (&)
(=] L]

Percentage died between IHDS 1 &2
(%]
[ ]

45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85+
Age group at base wave

=- \\idows heading household Widows living in household headed by children

------ Widows living in household headed by others — [arried without adjusting headship

Source: Data from the India Human Development Survey IHDS 1 (2004-05) and IHDS 2 (2011-12)
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Impact of Natural Disasters on Educational attainment in India: A Panel
Data Analysis
-Yasser Razak Hussain & Pranab Mukhopadhyay

Natural disasters are known to affect
welfare, especially education adversely.
This can lead to a loss in human capital
and reduce future growth and
development. The study evaluates the
impact of the rising incidence of climate
extremes vis-a-vis natural disasters as
external shocks on educational
outcomes. We use data from two of the
latest rounds of the India Human
Development Survey (IHDS) and
employ a panel difference in difference
regression model with continuous
treatment fixed effects at the individual
level. We provide first estimates of the

impact of natural disasters on educational attainment dlsaggregated by somal (including caste,
religion, and gender) and economic groups (consumption quintiles). Natural disasters
significantly and negatively affected education for women and three Consumption Quintiles
(including those below poverty), Other Backward Castes, Scheduled Castes, Muslims, and
other Minorities. Our results have significant implications in the context of quality education
(SDG 4), gender equality (SDG 5), reduced inequalities (SDG 10), and climate change (SDG
13).

Table 1: Disaggregated estimates of ATET by Consumption Quintiles

Variables

Dependent: BPL APL1 APL2 APL3 APL4 APL5

Education

ATET

M | 00591 | -0.000462 0.0692 0.0367 | -0.101*** | -0.0626*
. (0.0272) | (0.0362) (0.0446) (0.0417) | (0.0388) | (0.0344)

Intensity

o 0.813%%* | 2.25@** 3.233%%* 1.835%% | 1.277%%% | 3.803%*

(0.2971) | (0.4505) (0.8505) 0.7172) | (0.4869) | (0.6294)
LT B @i 9325 7880 6774 6160 5205 4329

Observations

Source: Author's calculation
Standard errors in parentheses * p < 0.1, ** p < 0.05, *** p < 0.01
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The India Human Development Survey (IHDS) began as a nationally representative, multi topic survey of
41,554 households in 1,503 villages and 971 urban neighborhoods across India. The first round of
interviews were completed in 2004-05; Data is publicly available via ICPSR. The second round re-
interviewed most of these households in 2011-12 (N=42,152) and data for the same is available via ICPSR.
Fieldwork for IHDS 3 was undertaken in 2022-24 and data is currently being cleaned and processed.

IHDS 3 has been jointly conducted by researchers from the University of Maryland, the National Council of
Applied Economic Research, Indiana University and University of Michigan.
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